2007 NFB National Convention:  Atlanta Marriott Marquis

A Walking Tour of the 2007 Exhibit Hall on the International Level

ROOM OVERVIEW:  The free NFB literature is on tables outside the entrance to the hall.  You enter the hall through four sets of double doors.  These doors are in the northeast corner of the room on the north wall.  When you enter the room you are facing south.  To your left is a water station.  Let’s stand in this vestibule a moment to check the layout of the tables.  Tables are on the north wall, the first half of the west wall, and the east wall.  On the far west wall toward the back you find the Accessible Home Showcase, but only on Sunday and Monday.  There are three squares of tables going from east to west and south of them there are two more squares of tables.  (Actually all but one is a rectangle, but the information book calls them squares so we will too.)  There are four north-south aisles (including the two outer and two inner aisles) and three east-west aisles (two outer aisles and one inner aisle). 

NORTH WALL:  To begin your full tour of the 100 exhibitors, from the main entry doorway turn right and stop at Exhibit Hall Information, tables 1 to 3, for your map and list of Exhibitors.  Continuing west on the north wall, table 4 is not a table; it’s the Diebold talking ATM.  On this long wall from table 1 to table 18, you will find convention sponsors GW Micro (tables 6 & 7), Sendero Group (8), Guide Dogs for the Blind (10), Tenacity, Inc. (with its Access-A-Phone at table 12), and Independent Living Aids (14-16).  The last table, 18, is NOPBC with its products and advice for parents and teachers of blind children.

Turning left at the corner, you find tables 19 (LevelStar LLC with an accessible PDA) through 33 (NFB Merchants Division with free soda and $5 snack packs).  Sponsors having booths on this wall are IBM Human Ability and Accessibility Center (21), Diagnostic Devices, Inc. (23), and Optelec (26) with its electronic video magnifiers and other useful tools for low vision.

After drinking your free soda, turn the corner to continue westward along the north wall.  First is the NFB of New Jersey at table 34.  You can continue down to Menus that Talk at table 43.  Now back up two tables to Dolphin Computer Access (41), put your back to the table and cross the aisle going south to C-Square.  

C-SQUARE:  Beginning on the far northwest end of the square, you find Atlanta’s own MONS International (table 90).  To your left is Ai Squared at 91.  Continuing east you end this side of C-Square with Sighted Electronics at table 110.  Turn south to check out tables 111 to 116.  Turn west to do the other long side from Ehab’s Honey Bee Kingdom (117) to Capitol Accessibility (134) at the southwest corner.  Turn north here to do the last side, tables 135 to Handy Tech at 138.  Turn the corner and you are back at table 90, ready to head east again.  

ACCESSIBLE HOME SHOWCASE:  But wait!  Available on Sunday and Monday only, put your back to Handy Tech, cross the aisle going west to the wall and you are at the ACCESSIBLE HOME SHOWCASE: sponsored by the NFB Jernigan Institute, featuring Whirlpool, GE, and Diva de Provence products.  Examine these home appliance products for kitchen, laundry, and entertainment and ask questions of the NFB Access Technology Team.
NFB INDEPENDENCE MARKET:  Walk east to pass all the C-Square exhibits you have already examined (tables 90 to 110).  Continue east to cross the aisle to the NFB Independence Market (tables 139 to 167).  You are at the northwest corner of what we use to call the NFB Store.  Each side has seven tables.  Canes are to your right and around the corner on the west side of this square.  As you examine the products, ask our volunteer demonstrators on the other side of the tables for information and take one print tag off whatever you want to buy.  Take the print tags to the west end of the south side to turn in the tags to the shopkeepers, pay your money, and take your items home.

EAST WALL:  Now to examine the east wall and the squares between this square in the back and the entrance.  Let’s begin by walking to your right or north from the shopkeeper’s area.  When you get to the end of the line of NFB tables, cross to the east wall of the room.  Booth 174 is the Deaf-Blind Division; next to Janet Caron jewelry (173), next to the CARS Division (172), followed by a gap, then table 171 with Benetech and continue to HumanWare’s “Discover Our Latest Innovation” (a surprise) at table 168.  You could continue walking north on this east side of the room to exit the Exhibit Hall.  Better yet, go back to Benetech and cross the aisle going west to find four tables for the Kurzweil–National Federation of the Blind Reader (44-47) and when facing their tables, to your left beyond a fat pillar is table 48 (Minnesota) and National Braille Press (49-50).  

A-SQUARE:  Walk west past NBP to cross the aisle to A-Square (tables 51 to 64).  Walk to your right, going north around the square to find most of it is convention sponsor Freedom Scientific (62-64, 51-57) with a little Maryland (58), Nebraska (59), Duxbury (60), and LS&S (61) to finish the set.  

B-SQUARE:  Continue west from A-Square to come to B-Square.  Most of it is convention sponsor HumanWare (tables 65-70 & 86-89) facing north and west.  The other booths go from California (71) to APH (81-84 on the south side).  Turn the corner, heading north past a structural wall to find R. J. Cooper and Associates at table 85 ending HumanWare’s four tables on the west side.

As you’re now across the aisle from the Merchant’s Division, have another drink before heading out to the meetings and workshops.  You have examined every table in the hall for 2007.  Congratulations, shoppers!  Enjoy the rest of the convention and please visit again.

